THE  PARSIS

to inquire. The speculative philosophy of Mani was ruled
by the authorities of his own time to be no genuine part of
the Treasure of the Magi, and their decision endorsed by
the martyrdom of the hcresiarch, who resembled most here-
siarchs in seeing difficulties which other people were too dull
or prejudiced to see, and solving them by guesses too daring
for them to entertain. That the heresiarch guessed wrongly
we may easily agree, on our fuller knowledge, and yet cherish
much respect for his memory. His judges were right in
declaring his doctrine incongruent with Parsi traditional
theology. We from our side may with still stronger emphasis
declare that his caskets contained nothing which could possibly
be accepted in Bethlehem.

We proceed accordingly to leap over many centuries in
which we know little or nothing of the Parsis, and come to
modern times. This means the epoch which began with
Anquetil du Perron. Till the West began to study the Parsis,
they had no history that has survived. The learned and still
useful treatise of Thomas Hyde, Professor in Oxford 200
years ago, docs not constitute an exception, for Hyde got his
information from ancient sources. The sight of a few pages
of the Avcsta, copied from the Bodleian MS. and exhibited in
the Bibliothiquc du Roi in Paris, fired young Anquetil with the
ambition to open a book with seven seals. His romantic
journey to India, his adventures in the ultimately successful
enterprise of persuading the Dasturs to teach him the secrets
of their books, form a story of great interest, but not one
that concerns us here. Our present point is that the history
of the Parsis takes a new start from the year 1770, when
Anquetil's Avcsta was published and set the Orientalist world
debating. From that day to the present, the Parsis have
been more or less in touch with the West, and information
about them has been increasingly accessible.

To what extent Anquetil du Perron was admitted by his
Parsi teachers into the secrets of the community is a question
warmly debated among their present successors. He himself